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Science Fiction - Science Fact - Science Future 
 

Celebrating Scotland’s Year of Stories at the Orkney International Science Festival, with 
The George Mackay Brown Fellowship Wirdsmit writing group and the European Marine 
Energy Centre (EMEC) – guest judge Ken MacLeod.  

 
Are you a fan of science fiction?   
 
Do you love gadgets and new ideas? 
 
Energise your imagination and get creative with the Orkney International Science Festival. To 
celebrate Scotland’s Year of Stories we are using the power of creativity to imagine the future, and 
with a little help from the renewable energy experts at EMEC, we’re launching an exciting science 
fiction creative writing competition.  
 
EMEC Orkney – energy for the future 
 
EMEC is the world's only ocean test laboratory for marine energy based right here in Orkney. 
They test new inventions which generate electricity from waves and tides – machines which are a 
future source of clean energy from the sea. 
 
EMEC want Orkney to pioneer a better energy future using new technology to harness the natural 
resources all around us. 
   
The Power of Stories 
 
Everything on the planet is charged with energy, but how the power gets released is up to you and 
your imagination. 
 
Have a look around you. What needs improving? What would you like to invent? What problem 
would you like to solve? What are the lessons learned from the past? How would you like the 
world to be in the future? 
 
Remember not all inventions go to plan and sometimes inventions can do amazing and 
unexpected things…  
 
Here’s a few titles to get you going: 
 Local Hero    My Ideal Planet  Everything is Possible 

 The Invention   Powered by Nature  The Big Wave 
 
EMEC has chosen some of their favourite pictures of new technology to help inspire your ideas. 
See the attached EMEC Inspiration pdf document (1.7MB). 
  
Want to try a workshop? 
 
A series of short workshops will be held by Gabrielle Barnby from the GMB Fellowship Wirdsmit 
writing group during the OISF family day (Saturday 3rd September) at 10:30, 11:30, 13:30, 14:30.  
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Gabrielle will be on hand all day to support and encourage creative responses and there will be 
experts from EMEC on hand to give details about Orkney’s renewable energy future. 
 
The OISF/ GMBF Wirdsmit / EMEC Creative Writing Competition! 
 
The most important thing is that as many youngsters as possible get writing, but we are excited to 
announce that there are also prizes for the best short science fiction. 
 
There will be prizes for a winner and 2 runners up in each age category: 8-12 yrs and 13-17 yrs 
with a maximum word count of 250 words for both groups. 
 
Science fiction writer Ken MacLeod, author of eighteen novels from Star Fraction (1995) to 
Beyond the Hallowed Sky (2021), will be part of the judging panel, along with Gabrielle Barnby 
from GMBF Wirdsmit and Eileen Linklater from EMEC.  
 
The judges are looking for writing that is full of energy and takes us into the future. Here’s a few 
clues about favourite things to include: 
 
- Great descriptions of technology 
- New ideas and inventions 
- A gripping plot, filled with suspense 
- Characters they can love and love to hate 
- Dialogue that sings on the page 
- Exciting visions of the future 
 

Science Fiction - Science Fact - Science Future 
 

The Competition 
 

Age Groups 
The age groups for the writing competition will be: 8-12 yrs and 13-17 yrs with a maximum word 
count of 250 words for both groups. 
 
Submission 
Entries can be submitted in three ways: 
1) By e-mail to gaby_barnby@hotmail.com with the subject line: OISF Writing Competition 
2) By hand or post to Stromness Library in an envelope marked OISF Writing Competition, 

George Mackay Brown Fellowship 
3) In person to Gabrielle Barnby during the OISF Family Day 
 
Each entry must be clearly labelled with the writer’s name and also include a contact email 
address for a parent/guardian or teacher who will be contacted about the results. The contact e-
mail address must be for someone over the age of 18. A mobile telephone number should also be 
included. 
 
Deadline 
The deadline for the competition is 4th September. The competition will be judged, and prizes 
awarded on the last day of the festival, 7th September. All prizewinners will be contacted by 
phone/e-mail. 
 
 
Prizes 

mailto:gaby_barnby@hotmail.com
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Kindly donated by EMEC 
8-12 yrs - First prize £30 voucher, x2 Runners up £10 vouchers 
13-17 yrs - First prize £30 voucher, x2 Runners up £10 vouchers 
 
There will be a presentation event on Wednesday 7th September at 4pm in the Peedie Kirk Hall, 
when the winners and judges will be invited for tea, give a reading and have their photo taken! 
 
Judges 
Eillen Linklater from EMEC 
Gabrielle Barnby from GMBF 
Ken MacLeod - Science fiction writer 
 
Publication 
Winning entires and runners up will have their pieces of writing published in the OISF Frontiers 
magazine. 
 
 
For more details please contact: rebecca.ford@oisf.org 

mailto:rebecca.ford@oisf.org

