
Tuesday 12 September
10.00 - 11.00 am	 King Street Halls, Kirkwall

THE GENETICS OF MS IN ORKNEY
Orkney and Shetland have the highest rates of multiple sclerosis in 
the world. Edinburgh University postgraduate researcher Katie Barnes 
looks at the genetics behind the disease - and what her current research 
has discovered about it in Orkney.

11.30 am - 12.30 pm	 King Street Halls, Kirkwall
GENES THAT LENGTHEN LIFE

Dr Peter Joshi of Edinburgh University describes his recent discoveries 
of genes that influence lifespan, using the ORCADES health study 
along with various other studies from around the globe.

The One O’Clock Toast at the Peedie Kirk: Rev. Dr Charles 
Clouston, scientist and physician, by Kathleen Ireland

2.00 - 3.00 pm		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall
GHOSTS FROM THE DEEP

Polar historian Dr Maria Pia Casarini tells of the discovery of Sir John 
Franklin’s ships Erebus and Terror and the implications for Arctic history, 
and looks back at Lady Franklin’s 1849 visit to Orkney and Shetland 
on the quest for information about the expedition’s fate.

Sponsored by Orkney Car Hire - James D Peace & Co

3.30 - 4.30 pm		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall
THE AMAZING MR TESLA

Nikola Tesla brought electricity to the world through many inventions: 
AC power, fluorescent light, radio. Slovenian physicist and inventor 
Andrej Detela tells the story of the man - and the mysteries he left.

Sponsored by e-availability

5.15 - 6.15 pm 		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall
THE SOUND OF THE WIND

Prof. Clive Greated, co-author of The Musician’s Guide to Acoustics 
explains - with some practical demonstrations - how sounds are formed 
in different types of wind instruments, and how insights into their 
acoustics can help when playing them and choosing them.

7.30 - 8.30 pm 		  Orkney Theatre, KGS, Kirkwall
PETER HIGGS IN CONVERSATION

Nobel laureate Prof. Peter Higgs of Edinburgh University in conversation 
with his former student Dennis Canavan, with the story of the ideas 
that led to the discovery of the Higgs boson at CERN in Geneva, and 
reflections on a life in science. Tickets £5 & £3.

Supported by the Institute of Physics in Scotland

	 BOOKING  REQUEST  FORM
	 	£             £      No. at        No. at              Total

	                                                                   Adult      Con.      adult      concess.         £         P        

        Sub-total from previous page	 -	 -	 -	 -

Tuesday 12 September
The Genetics of MS in Orkney	 £4	 £2

Genes That Lengthen Life	 £4	 £2	

Ghosts from the Deep	 £4	 £2

The Amazing Mr Tesla	 £4	 £2

The Sound of the Wind	 £4	 £2

Peter Higgs in Conversation	 £5	 £3

The Edge of Science	 £4	 £2

Wednesday 13 September
Miniature Whisky School	 £12	 -

A Brief History of Life	 £4	 £2

Hydrogen for Orkney	 £4	 £2

Pink Fir Apple, Sharpe’s	 £4	 £2

Distilling - Theory & Practice	 £10	 -

The Tides of Ushant	 £4	 £2

Tales of Outer Space	 £4	 £2

A Dream of Distant Starlight	 £4	 £2

Islands of Water, Wind, Sun	 £4	 £2

Looking to the Horizon	 £4	 £2

Supercharged Science	 £4	 £2

Rocky Karst to Sunlit Sea	 £5	 -

The Highland Park Ceilidh	 £10	 -     

LecturePass - all £4 talks    £36   £28
(Please note that admission can only be guaranteed if pass-

holders arrive at least 15 mins before start)
Total ticket sum enclosed
Name 
Address

Telephone
Email

    Please send me information on travel to Orkney & accommodation 

Monday 11 September
10.00 - 11.00 am	 King Street Halls, Kirkwall

Eoin F. Scott Memorial Lecture 
DRAGON IN THE DARKNESS

Dragons are part of an ancient cosmology, with conflict of opposites, 
says Marko Frelih of the Slovene Ethnographic Museum. They are 
linked in folklore with eternity - and hence gold, and treasure. Could 
this explain the one inscribed in Maeshowe?

11.30 am - 12.30 pm	  King Street Halls, Kirkwall
The John D. Mackay Memorial Lecture

THE MEN IN MAESHOWE
Who broke in to Maeshowe in the 12th century and carved runes on 
the walls - and why did they do it? Dr Ragnhild Ljosland of Orkney 
College UHI looks at clues from the Norse period.

The One O’Clock Toast at the Peedie Kirk: Jim Robertson, 
maths teacher and musician, by Howie Firth

2.00 - 3.00 pm		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall
SAILING BY THE SUNSTONE?

Crystals of Iceland spar have long been connected with old Norse 
navigation. But is this true? Mark Shiner of Orkney College UHI looks at 
the navigational challenge and Dr Michael Wharmby of the Deutsches 
Elektronen-Synchrotron explains the physics of polarised light.

3.30 - 4.30 pm		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall
THE SCIENCE OF THE SHROUD

Christian relic or medieval fake? The Shroud of Turin has provoked 
fierce arguments amongst historians and theologians. Can science 
provide an answer? Physicist Prof. Peter Wadhams is on the official 
scientific commission investigating it.

5.15 - 6.15 pm		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall
THE GENOMICS REVOLUTION AND YOU

Join Dr Steve Scott of the Wellcome Genome Campus in Cambridgeshire, 
to discover how genomics is revolutionising our world. Rapid reading 
of genetic code is enabling big advances in diagnosing disease and 
tracking deadly outbreaks. We’re even analysing bacteria in space - 
but what does it mean for our future?

7.30 - 8.30 pm		  Orkney Theatre, KGS, Kirkwall
BIG BILL AND THE GUNS OF ALAMEIN

At the battle 75 years ago, radio operator Bill Sutherland maintained 
the vital flow of information to the Allied artillery with extraordinary 
bravery. Serena Sutherland tells the story of the man, and Prof. Tom 
Stevenson the radio equipment, with Dorothy Brankin of the Museum 
of Communication and Sandy Firth of Orkney Wireless Museum.

Supported by d and h, Kirkwall

9.00 - 10.00 pm		  Orkney Theatre, KGS, Kirkwall
THE FOLK WHO BROUGHT THE OIL ASHORE

It’s 40 years since the Flotta terminal opening. Dr Kate Johnson of 
ICIT Stromness, who worked with one of the engineering companies 
who built it, looks back at the human side of the achievement and 
how Orkney and Shetland County Councils achieved unique benefits.

9 - 11 pm   Old Norse Night at the Festival Club at The Reel

3.30 - 4.30 pm		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall
ISLANDS OF WATER, WIND AND SUN

Islands across Europe are reaching energy self-sufficiency through 
using natural resources, balancing demand in smart grids - as Kostas 
Komninos (Greek islands), Elvira Laneborg (the Baltic island of Öland), 
and Mark Hull (Community Energy Scotland in Orkney) describe.

In association with the European Small Islands Network

5.15 - 6.15 pm		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall
The Grimond Lecture 

LOOKING TO THE HORIZON: ISLANDS IN THE FRONT LINE
Islands across Europe and worldwide face big challenges: energy, 
work, environment. But, says Brendan Devlin, energy adviser to the 
European Commission, these can stimulate innovative solutions. 

In association with the European Small Islands Network

5.15 - 6.15 pm		  Orkney Theatre, KGS, Kirkwall
SUPERCHARGED SCIENCE

Big brash science at its best! A laser harp, bed of nails and musical 
lightning - all part of a fast-paced show from demo supremos Ken 
Skeldon, Amy Hayward and Janet Milne. Not to be missed by children 
and adults alike! Event in partnership with Aberdeen Science Centre.

Supported by the IET and the Institute of Physics in Scotland

7.00 - 8.00 pm	 Town Hall, Kirkwall
FROM ROCKY KARST TO SUNLIT SEA

Dr Edvard Kobal and Prof. Peter Raspor mark 20 years of friendship 
between the Festival and the Slovenian Science Foundation by looking 
at links between land, yeast and wine, illustrated by samples. Tickets 
£5 (IBD members free). Over-18s only.          Organised by the IBD

8.00 pm - 12.00 midnight		  Peedie Kirk Hall, Kirkwall
THE HIGHLAND PARK CEILIDH

with Aff The Kuff, and Lewis Hou’s fiddle and dance steps, for would-
be and why-not dancers of all ages. Tickets (with light supper) £10.

Sponsored by Highland Park

Special food events during Festival
Daily, from Fri 7 to Wed 13. Lunches in the Peedie Kirk Hall. Soup 
and Orkney fare daily, £8. From 12.30 pm, with 5-minute Toast at 1 pm.

Exhibitions
THE ORKNEY SHORE: Orkney Camera Club photographs

Orkney Library & Archive, Kirkwall� Daily except Sun

ROBERT RENDALL
Orkney Library & Archive, Kirkwall� Daily except Sun, Wed

ORKNEY WIRELESS MUSEUM 
Kiln Corner, Kirkwall� Mon - Sat 10 - 4.30, Sun 2.30 - 4.30

ENVIRONMENT SOUNDSCAPES: The Orkney Museum

WINTER’S QUEEN: Age Scotland Concern window, Victoria St

Wednesday 13 September
9.30 am - 12.30 pm� Highland Park Distillery, Kirkwall

Miniature Whisky School: THE CHOICE OF THE BARLEY
Eric Walker, Marie Stanton and Colin West provide expert insight into 
malting barley varieties and their effect, with a malting floor visit. Over-
18s only, booking essential. Tickets £12.        Organised by the IBD

10.00 - 11.00 am		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall
A BRIEF HISTORY OF LIFE

DNA contains the blueprint for life on earth, in chromosomes in every 
living cell. Prof. Karim Labib of Dundee University tells how cells preserve 
their heritage, by passing chromosomes from one generation to the 
next - and possible clues to the evolution of the first cell.

11.30 am - 12.30 pm		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall
HYDROGEN FOR ORKNEY

A new European project will tackle grid constraints by turning surplus 
electricity into hydrogen for local transport, including ten hydrogen-
powered vans. Neil Kermode of EMEC and Nigel Holmes of the Scottish 
Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Association explain, with local participants.

Supported by Clark Thomson Insurance

11.30 am - 12.30 pm� William Shearer’s, Victoria St, Kirkwall
PINK FIR APPLE, SHARPE’S EXPRESS, SHETLAND BLACKS

Liz Ashworth and Richard Shearer discuss heritage potatoes: how 
they developed, how to cook. Canapés, cake follow. Tickets £5 & £3.

The One O’Clock Toast at the Peedie Kirk today: 
Gunnie Moberg, photographer, by Rebecca Marr

2.00 - 5.00 pm		  from Palace Road, Kirkwall
BUS TOUR: DISTILLING - THE THEORY AND PRACTICE

Join experts from Scapa and Highland Park for special tours of both. 
Advance booking essential: over-18s only. Tickets £10.

Organised by the IBD and sponsored by the two distilleries

2.00 - 3.00 pm		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall
THE TIDES OF USHANT

The island of Ushant off the Brittany coast generates much of its own 
electricity from the fast tides. Denis Bredin shows the island, beaches 
and lighthouses. Jean-Christophe Allo from the Sabella company and 
Caroline Ducharme from EDF describe the tidal power scheme.

In association with the European Small Islands Network

2.00 - 3.00 pm� Supper Room, Town Hall, Kirkwall
TALES OF OUTER SPACE

Science fiction writers have pictured how we will get to Mars, and what 
forms of life may be there. How close are we to finding out - about Mars 
and beyond? Matjaž Vidmar of the Royal Observatory of Edinburgh 
discusses the possibilities with writer Pippa Goldschmidt.

Supported by the Institute of Physics in Scotland

3.30 - 4.30 pm� Supper Room, Town Hall, Kirkwall
A DREAM OF DISTANT STARLIGHT

Journeys to the planets, space stations, orbiting satellites - all were 
envisaged in the 1920s by Slovenian-born rocket engineer Herman 
Potočnik who wrote as Hermann Noordung. As Slovenian Science 
Foundation director Dr Edvard Kobal explains, his vision was cosmic.

9.00 - 10.00 pm 		  Orkney Theatre, KGS, Kirkwall
THE EDGE OF SCIENCE -  

WHAT WE KNOW AND WHAT WE’D LIKE TO KNOW
Physics has found the Higgs boson and gravitational waves - but, says 
Prof. Alan Barr of Oxford University, that makes other questions even 
more tantalising, and possibilities of whole new horizons.

9 - 11 pm   Meet up at the Festival Club at The Reel

Remember the Molecule Hunt round the Kirkwall shops!
See leaflets in shops and on our website.

Please use BLOCK CAPITALS, post with cheque & s.a.e. to 
Orkney Science Festival, 3 Crantit Park, Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1SJ 
Please make cheques payable to Orkney Science Festival Ltd

Where no ticket or booking details are entered, or admission 
is free, advance booking is not necessary. If capacity is

limited, you may need to arrive in good time to ensure a place.

Contact us on 01343 540844, orkneyscience@gmail.com
Book online and get updates at www.oisf.org

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter @OrkSciFest!
The Festival reserves the  right to alter, amend or cancel the 

programme contents at its discretion or as circumstances may necessitate.



Friday 8 September
10.00 - 11.00 am� King Street Halls, Kirkwall

Mary Beith Memorial Lecture 
PEPPERWORT AND PARSLEY, BEESWAX AND FULMAR OIL

Ethnobotanical researcher Anna Canning describes Highland folk 
medicine and its varied treatments, and modern insights into it.

11.30 am - 12.30 pm� King Street Halls, Kirkwall
PRINTING THE FUTURE

Bill Graham of the T-Exchange makerspace describes how 3D printing 
offers a dramatically new route to manufacturing and recycling materials. 
He will show some new designs of printers for home and community 
use - and for some serious production.

The One O’Clock Toast at the Peedie Kirk today: Robert 
Rendall, naturalist and poet, by Bobby Leslie

2.00 - 3.00 pm� King Street Halls, Kirkwall
MODELLED FROM MOTHER NATURE

Glue, surgical materials, industrial polymers - examples of all of these 
have been developed by copying from the natural world, as Dr John 
Ramshaw from the University of Melbourne explains. 
 
3.30 - 4.30 pm� King Street Halls, Kirkwall

NEW TRICKS FOR OLD BACTERIA
They already make biofuels and washing powder for us and, says 
Marcus Price of Edinburgh University, with modified genes they can 

Island  events (see www.oisf.org for full details)
Fri 8 Sept, Hoy Kirk: 5.45 pm Take the ferry from Stromness to hear 
about The Orkney Yole and How to Build It with Len Wilson and Dennis 
Davidson. Supper (free) as well - and you’re back by 10.30!
Sat 9 Sept, Gable End Theatre, Lyness: Arctic evening
North Ronaldsay: Exploring the planets (Thurs 7 Sept)

Saturday 9 September
10.00 am - 4.00 pm	 King Street Halls, Kirkwall

FAMILY DAY - DON’T MISS IT!
Make a constellation chart, a molecule, a geometric lantern, an 
upcycled accessory. Write in runes, study ancient seeds and pollen, try 
a Raspberry Pi. Learn about marine plastics, salmon, shellfish. Make 
a cloud chamber and see particles from outer space. Test yourself in 
the FitLab. Learn about modelling for 3D printing, journeying to polar 
extremes, DNA wrapping, electron microscopes. Freshly prepared 
rolls, Orkney ice cream available. £4 & £2 for the day.

Supported by many kind people and lively organisations

10.00 am - 12.00 pm         		  Nautical School, Stromness
SCIENCE AT THE SEA SCHOOL

Learn about knots and ropework, blocks and pulleys, and some old 
Norse navigational skills. Booking essential: phone 01856 569401.

10.00 - 11.00 am	 from Stromness Museum
WALK: THE OLD BOATYARDS OF STROMNESS

Join Bryce Wilson for a walk to follow the story of Baikie’s boatyard, 
which built over 120 yoles and dinghies, and Stanger’s yard, which 
built brigs, sloops, schooners, smacks and ketches. £3 & £1.

10.00 - 11.00 am	 Baptist Church, Kirkwall
THE MUSICAL FIREMAN WHO LOOKED AT THE STARS

Johan David Berlin, born in 1714, ran Trondheim’s fire station and 
waterworks. He was also mapmaker, meteorologist, astronomer - and 
composer. Maarten de Vries has the story; George McPhee the music.

Sponsored by Loganair

11.30 am - 12.30 pm	 Baptist Church, Kirkwall
THE MYSTERY LIGHTS OF HESSDALEN

Strange, hovering, flashing balls of light have been seen in a Norwegian 
valley for more than a century. Are they connected to ball lightning? 
Erling Petter Strand of Østfold University College has studied them for 
more than thirty years. He shows pictures and describes possibilities.

The One O’Clock Toast at the Peedie Kirk: Nigel Firth, farmer, 
musician and scholar, by Prof. Alison Firth 

1.00 - 4.00 pm                                              Broad Street, Kirkwall
VINTAGE RALLY

Orkney Vintage Club with cars, motorbikes, tractors and stationary 
engines; plus electric cars, street food from 12 noon, green home 
information, and the Willowburn Valley Stompers at 2 pm.

2.00 pm - 3.00 pm� MacGillivray Room, Library, Kirkwall
SINGALONG  WITH  MR  BOOM

From the moon his ship he’ll bring - just to see you dance and sing!
Sponsored by Pentland Ferries 

Thursday 7 September
10.00 - 11.00 am	 Orphir Church
OPENING LUNCH & TALK: WALKING THROUGH THE SEASONS
Travel writer Christopher Somerville opens the Festival and the final 
leg of the St Magnus Way, with walking tales from Sherwood Forest’s 
ancient oaks to Foula’s seabird cliffs. Followed by tea/coffee and hot/
cold rolls, and a chance to walk the Way to Kirkwall. Tickets (food and 
talk) £6 also available locally. Public bus from Great Western Road 
9.25 am or shared transport.

 
12.00 - 1.30 pm		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall

BROWN CRAB SUSTAINED
A big project has brought together scientists, fishermen and companies 
to make sure Orkney’s brown crab fishing industry is fully sustainable. 
Dr Mike Bell of Heriot-Watt University introduces researchers Kate 
Rydzkowski, Matt Coleman, and Hannah Fennell, and former national 
fisheries adviser Dr Colin Bannister. Followed by a seafood lunch from 
Orkney Fishermen’s Society. Tickets (talks and lunch) £10. 

2.00 - 3.00 pm		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall
CAN TECHNOLOGY SAVE OUR SEAS?

	 	£             £      No. at        No. at             Total
	                                                                   Adult      Con.      adult      concess.         £         P        

Thursday 7 September	
Opening: Walking Seasons	 £6	 -

Brown Crab Sustained	 £10	 -

Can Technology Save Seas?	 £4	 £2

Twa Span Lang: Bridges	 £4	 £2

Bringing a Lanthorn	 £4	 £2

Shieldaig, Smoo, Helmsdale	 £4	 £2

Fleean Aroond the Isles	 £4	 £2

Friday 8 September
Pepperwort and Parsley	 £4	 £2

Printing the Future	 £4	 £2

Modelled from Mother Nature	 £4	 £2

New Tricks from Old Bacteria	 £4	 £2

Man Who Brought Waves	 £4	 £2	

Big Beautiful Bubble Show	 £4	 £2

Carried Along by Gulf Stream	 £4	 £2

Naval Wrecks of Scapa Flow	 £4	 £2

Saturday 9 September
Old Boatyards of Stromness	 £3	 £1

The Musical Fireman	 £4	 £2

Mystery Lights of Hessdalen	 £4	 £2

Singalong with Mr Boom	 £4	 £2

Walk with the Orkney Boat	 £4	 £2

Orkney Yole & How to Build	 £4	 £2

Viking Ships & Arctic Traders	 £4	 £2

Music of St Magnus	 £4	 £2

The Bells of Aberdovey	 £4	 £2

Green Involutions of the Mind	 £5	 £3

Sunday 10 September
Astrophotography	 £4	 £2

Sound, Kraft and Vision	 £5	 £3

The Essence of Energy	 £4	 £2

To the Straits the Storm	 £5	 £3

The Lost Armada Ships	 £10	 -

The Lights of Far Narbonne	 £4	 £2

Monday 11 September
Dragon in the Darkness	 £4	 £2

The Men in Maeshowe	 £4	 £2

Sailing by the Sunstone?	 £4	 £2

The Science of the Shroud	 £4	 £2 

The Genomics Revolution	 £4	 £2

Big Bill & the Guns of Alamein	 £4	 £2

The Folk Who Brought the Oil	 £4	 £2

	 continued overleaf
Look for updates on our website www.oisf.org

BOOKING REQUEST FORM 

11.15 am - 12.15 pm  	     	 St Magnus Cathedral
SCIENCE FESTIVAL SERVICE 

led by Rev. June Freeth, with St Magnus Cathedral Choir.

One O’Clock Toast at Peedie Kirk: Capt. Robbie Sutherland, 
master mariner and teacher, by Capt. Willie Mackay

1.00 pm Camera-less photography workshop with Ingrid Budge. 
Details and booking: Stromness Museum, 01856 850025.

2.00 - 3.00 pm		  Orkney Theatre, KGS, Kirkwall
ASTROPHOTOGRAPHY FOR ABSOLUTE AMATEURS

Amateur astronomer Eric Walker gives an insight into the tools, 
techniques, and emotional fortitude required to produce some 
spectacular images in and around his home observatory. 

Sponsored by Pentland Ferries

2.00 - 3.00 pm                           	 Pier Arts Centre, Stromness
SOUND, KRAFT AND VISION

Artists are increasingly bringing sound into visual works. Dr Marianne 
Greated of Glasgow School of Art explores the links between senses 
of sound and vision - and creative possibilities. Tickets £5 & £3.

3.30 - 4.30 pm		  Orkney Theatre, KGS, Kirkwall
THE ESSENCE OF ENERGY

Cars are now in production using a radically new electric motor by 
Slovenian physicist Andrej Detela. Could other challenges have novel 
solutions? The start, he says, marking the centenary of physicist David 
Bohm, is to look afresh at fundamental concepts in physics.

Sponsored by the Orkney Creamery - Orkney Ice Cream

3.30 - 4.30 pm� Pier Arts Centre, Stromness
TO THE STRAITS THE STORM SPEEDS US

Prof. Donna Heddle of UHI’s Centre for Nordic Studies tells the story 
of Earl Rognvald’s voyage to Jerusalem and sojourn in Narbonne, 
and the images woven into his poems of the journey. Tickets £5 & £3.

6.00 - 7.15 pm� Skaill House, Sandwick
Dr John Cumming Memorial Lecture
THE ASTRONOMER’S DAUGHTER  
AND THE LOST ARMADA SHIPS

Local tradition tells of two Armada shipwrecks in Orkney. Howie Firth 
outlines an explanation from 1939, Matjaž Vidmar describes the lady 
who developed it, and Dr Edvard Kobal tells of her later life in Slovenia’s 
mountains. Followed by canapés and refreshments by Sam Britten to 
celebrate an Orkney-Slovenian anniversary. Tickets £10.

With the support of The Cuminga Trust

8.00 - 9.30 pm� St Magnus Cathedral, Kirkwall
AND OH! THE LIGHTS OF FAR NARBONNE

A great quest for knowledge took people on to the roads and sea-routes 
of 12th-century Europe - among them Earl Rognvald of Orkney. The 
Mayfield Singers and Paisley Abbey organist George McPhee tell the 
story, with early music and modern, and readings from Dave Grieve 
and Ragnhild Ljosland.

Sponsored by Loganair

9 - 11 pm   Meet up at the Festival Club at The Reel

2.00 - 3.00 pm			   Baptist Church, Kirkwall
WALK WITH THE ORKNEY BOAT

An Orkney siltstone from Devonian times, carved with footprints for 
the legend of an ancient boat, has been travelling across Norway this 
summer, to Bergen, Oslo and Trondheim. Artist Beatrice Searle shows 
images of the journey, of people and landscape.

Sponsored by the Orkney Creamery - Orkney Ice Cream

2.00 - 3.00 pm	 Town Hall, Church Road, Stromness
THE ORKNEY YOLE, AND HOW TO BUILD IT

Naval architect Dennis Davidson describes how the design of the 
Orkney yole evolved and how islanders used it for their survival. Len 
Wilson tells how he built the three-sailed South Isles yole Gremsa in 
2000, from moulds and construction to rigging and launching.

3.30 - 4.30 pm	 Town Hall, Church Road, Stromness
VIKING SHIPS AND ARCTIC TRADERS

How did the fast and elegant Viking Age ships develop? Marine 
scientist Eric McVicar, who lived amongst the Sea Sami and studied 
their boats and boatbuilding traditions, suggests they hold the key. 

3.30 pm Seaweed photography workshop with Rebecca Marr. 
Collect today at Birsay, photograph tomorrow in Stromness. Details 
and booking: Stromness Museum, 01856 850025.

3.30 - 4.30 pm			   Baptist Church, Kirkwall
MUSIC OF ST MAGNUS

Lecture/recital featuring music from Britain and Europe, and instruments 
thought to have been used at the time, including lyre, lur, harp, 
symphonia, bone flutes, pan pipes, bladder pipe, fiddle and percussion, 
with David Griffith, Kate Fletcher and Corwen Broch.

5.30 - 6.30 pm		  Baptist Church, Kirkwall
THE BELLS OF ABERDOVEY

Church bells ring, says an old Welsh legend, from drowned lands in 
Cardigan Bay - where remnants of a sunken forest appear. Dr Richard 
Bates (St Andrews University) and Dr Martin Bates (University of Wales 
Trinity St David) are joined by their father Dr Denis Bates.
 
7.00 - 7.30 pm� Broad Street, Kirkwall

KIRKWALL CITY PIPE BAND
with their final parade of the season.

7.30 - 10.00 pm	 King Street Halls, Kirkwall
GREEN INVOLUTIONS OF THE MIND

Robert Rendall had several different lives - in poetry, marine science, 
and writing theology. Could there be an underlying connection? Brian 
Murray, John Flett Brown, Jon Side and Neil Dickson look at different 
aspects, with guest readers. Tickets £5 & £3 include tea at interval.

Sponsored by Loganair

7.45 - 10.00 pm	 Town Hall, Church Road, Stromness
WEST SIDE CINEMA: TESLA SHORTS

Quirky, funny and thought-provoking films on the themes of Tesla’s 
inventions and ideas  electricity, space, weather control, anti-gravity 
and even time travel! Doors open 7.15 pm. Tickets at door £5 & £3 
(students and Young Scot).

8 - 12 midnight   Meet up at the Festival Club at The Reel

make much more - for instance converting waste water or plant matter 
into energy or raw materials for industry.

5.15 - 6.15 pm		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall
THE MAN WHO BROUGHT THE DISTANT WAVES

A key figure in discovering gravitational waves was Prof. Ron Drever 
- with great-grandparents from Westray and Papay. His brother Dr Ian 
Drever tells of the man, and Prof. Martin Hendry of Glasgow University 
the research. Patricia Long sets the family history scene.

Supported by the Institute of Physics in Scotland 

5.15 - 6.15 pm� Orkney Theatre, KGS, Kirkwall
THE BIG BEAUTIFUL BUBBLE SHOW

See bubble shapes and find how to make giant colourful bubbles - and 
tubes! Philip Noble is a scientifically trained visual artist who has given 
bubble shows in over 20 countries. Something for the whole family.

7.30 - 8.30 pm� Orkney Theatre, KGS, Kirkwall
CARRIED ALONG BY THE GULF STREAM

It’s a great river in the sea, bringing warmth from the Gulf of Mexico 
to Orkney winters, and circulating heat to cold Arctic waters through 
vast undersea chimneys. Prof. Peter Wadhams tells its story, and 
Martin Gray adds examples of items it has carried to Orkney beaches.
 
9.00 - 10.00 pm� Orkney Theatre, KGS, Kirkwall

THE NAVAL WRECKS OF SCAPA FLOW
Dr Joanne Porter and Kevin Heath explore the seabed to tell of the 
German High Seas Fleet’s scuttling and salvage, the remaining ships 
and recent survey results of Vanguard, Hampshire and Royal Oak.

9 - 11.30 pm   Meet up at the Festival Club at The Reel

The fishing industry has seen stocks in decline and jobs lost. But, says 
marine scientist Eric McVicar, a former fisherman, there are solutions. 
Approaches tried in Norway, Iceland and the Faroes show how stocks 
can be regenerated and jobs increased.

3.30 - 4.30 pm		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall
 TWA SPAN LANG: TALES OF SCOTTISH BRIDGES

Prof. Iain MacLeod of Strathclyde University highlights the engineering 
skills behind the new Queensferry Crossing, and looks back at past 
challenges and differing outcomes - from the great Telford bridge at 
Craigellachie to the old Tay rail bridge’s terrible failure.

Supported by IESIS, a Scottish engineering institution
 
5.15 - 6.15 pm		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall

BRINGING A LANTHORN, WITH PICTURES ON GLASS
Prof. Tom Stevenson explains how a magic lantern’s images were 
formed, and Winnie Stevenson shows the system in action, with classic 
photographs from Orkney Library Archive of the great St Magnus 
pageant of 1937 and many well-known Orcadians.

7.30 - 9.00 pm		  St Magnus Church, Birsay
AN ORKNEY NIGHT WITH ROBERT RENDALL

With poems and prose, serious and humorous, and local music.
Admission by donation - proceeds to St Magnus Church Birsay Trust

7.30 - 8.30 pm		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall
SHIELDAIG, SMOO, AND HELMSDALE TOO

Charles Tait takes to the road on the North Coast 500, with stories and 
photos of the spectacular scenery along the way - the rocks, the lochs, 
the brochs and the wildlife, and a song from Andy Munro.

9.00 - 10.00 pm		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall
FLEEAN AROOND THE ISLES

Dr Tom Rendall looks at the impact of 50 years of Loganair’s North 
Isles air service, with some of those who operated it and travelled on it.

9 - 11.30 pm   Meet up at the Festival Club at The Reel

Sunday 10 September


