
Tuesday 11 September
10.00 - 11.00 am� Pickaquoy Centre, Kirkwall

THE BLACK DEATH
The terrible 14th-century disease is normally linked to rats and infection. 
But, says Prof. Mike Baillie, unexplained tree-ring effects across the 
world in the 1340s, plus chemical analyses of Greenland ice cores, 
raise questions about what was going on in the environment.

11.30 am - 12.30 pm� Pickaquoy Centre, Kirkwall
THE PHYSICS OF THE BOOK OF JOB

Fire from the skies and disease made Job question the role of law. 
Howie Firth compares Homer’s story of the Trojan war to show Job’s 
conclusions are also in physics - a breakthrough in order and chaos.

Sponsored by W.H.B. Sutherland Ltd

The One O’Clock Toast at the Peedie Kirk today: David Balfour, 
agricultural improver, by Sheila Garson

2.00 - 3.00 pm� Pickaquoy Centre, Kirkwall
WISH YOU WERE HERE? SEARCHING FOR EXOPLANETS

Two short films by Edinburgh College of Art students on the search 
for planets circling other stars. Astronomer Dr Duncan Forgan then 
answers questions about latest research developments.

Sponsored by The Scottish Government and STFC

3.30 - 4.30 pm� Pickaquoy Centre, Kirkwall
THE DIGITAL CAMERA - IN YOUR PHONE AND IN THE FUTURE
New developments have put mega-pixel cameras into mobile phones 
-  and can also reveal heart cells beating, antibodies binding to antigens, 
and subsurface defects in jet engine blades. Dr Nick Johnston of 
Nottingham University explains and shows new images.

Sponsored by W.H.B. Sutherland Ltd

5.15 - 6.15 pm � Pickaquoy Centre, Kirkwall
DOTS AND DASHES AND LINKS THROUGH STORMY SEAS

The story of marine communication, through early days of radio to 
today’s satellite links, and how Orkney played its part. Prof. Tom 
Stevenson of Edinburgh University, with support from the Museum of 
Communication at Burntisland in Fife and Orkney Wireless Museum.

Sponsored by Pentland Ferries 

7.30 - 8.30 pm � King Street Halls, Kirkwall
SCIENCE AT WAR IN ORKNEY

Geoffrey Stell with a sequel to his 2010 talk, focusing now on the 
roles of balloons and early forms of rocket in defending Scapa Flow. 
He examines how developments in military science and technology 

	 BOOKING  REQUEST  FORM
	 £	 £	 No. at	 No. at	 Total 
	 Adult	 Con	 adult	 concess 
Sub-total from previous page	 -	 -	 -	 -

Monday 10 September
The Dark Side of the Universe	 £4	 £2
Beer Academy Dinner	 £15	 -
Climate Change Debate	 £4	 £2
Tuesday 11 September
The Black Death	 £4	 £2
Physics of the Book of Job	 £4	 £2
Wish You Were Here?	 £4	 £2
Digital Camera - Phone, Future	£4	 £2
Dots, Dashes, Stormy Seas	 £4	 £2
Science at War in Orkney	 £4	 £2
The Genius of Bletchley Park	 £4	 £2
Wednesday 12 September	 £4	 £2
Miniature Whisky School         £12	 -	
Elements of Landscape	 £4	 £2
Seeking the Aurora	 £4	 £2
Distilling - Theory and Practice	 £5	 £3
The Wandering Crabs	 £4	 £2
Science in the South Pacific	 £4	 £2
Pandora’s Secrets	 £4	 £2
The Distillation of Life	 £4	 £2
The Highland Park Ceilidh	 £5	 £3
LecturePass - all £4 talks    £32   £24

(Please note that admission can only be guaranteed if pass-
holders arrive at least 5 mins before start)

	 Total ticket sum enclosed
Name 
Address

Telephone
Email

Please send me information on travel to Orkney & accommodation 

Monday 10 September
10.00 - 11.00 am� Pickaquoy Centre, Kirkwall
7000 YEARS AND MORE - THE STORY THE TREE RINGS TELL

Prof. Mike Baillie introduces the science of tree rings and how the 
information is revolutionizing our understanding of the past.

Sponsored by e-availability

11.30 am - 12.30 pm� Pickaquoy Centre, Kirkwall
SCANNING THE PAST

Orkney College UHI archaeologists reports on new scanning work: 
Mark Littlewood from the Dwarfie Stane to Ness Battery, Edward Pollard 
in Orkney waters, and Mary Saunders and Ingrid Mainland on laser 
scanning the cattle bone deposits at the Ness of Brodgar.

One O’Clock Toast at the Peedie Kirk: DrJessie Bond, by Patricia Long 

2.00 - 3.00 pm� Pickaquoy Centre, Kirkwall
The John D. Mackay Memorial Lecture

ACROSS THE ATLANTIC ICE
Where did the first Americans come from? From Asia to Alaska? No, 
from Europe, says Prof. Bruce Bradley of Exeter University: in the Ice 
Age, when the North Sea was dry land and icefields stretched across 
the Atlantic - and Ice Age Orkney may be part of the story.

Sponsored by The Orkney Creamery

3.30 - 4.30 pm� Pickaquoy Centre, Kirkwall
THE POWERHOUSE OF THE STARS

The fusion of hydrogen atoms into helium produces the energy of 
stars. Large fusion projects are under way in the UK and in France. 
Can they succeed? Tom Todd of the Culham Centre for Fusion Energy.

Sponsored by the IET

5.15 - 6.15 pm� Pickaquoy Centre, Kirkwall
THE DARK SIDE OF THE UNIVERSE

Prof. Martin Hendry of Glasgow University surveys nearly 14 billion 
years of cosmic history to explore the universe’s ‘dark’ side - dark 
energy and dark matter - and address some of the biggest questions 
in science. How did the universe begin? And why are we here?

Sponsored by STFC and the Royal Society of Edinburgh

7.00 - 10.00 pm	   	 The Reel, Kirkwall
BEER ACADEMY DINNER

Join Brian Eaton of the IBD and brewer Rob Hill to sample five platters of 
Orkney fare accompanied by selected Orcadian ales, with an introduction 
to the qualities that a master brewer seeks to produce. Over-18s only. 
Tickets £15 also available direct from The Reel.

Organised by the Institute of Brewing and Distilling

7.30 - 10.00 pm� King Street Halls, Kirkwall
CLIMATE CHANGE - THE GREAT DEBATE

The motion: ‘That we should adapt to climate change rather than try 
stopping it.’ The format: Courtroom procedure, with local lawyers Alistair 
Bruce of Lows of Orkney and Katharine McKerrell of OIC leading and 
cross-examining. The speakers: Dr Andy Kerr, Dr Benny Peiser, John 
Shade, Prof. Peter Wadhams. And you are the jury!

Organised with the support of the British Science Association, 
Drever & Heddle, and Stromness Debating Society

9 - 11 pm Meet up at the Festival Club at The Reel

Wednesday 12 September
9.30 am - 12.30 pm            Highland Park Distillery, Kirkwall

Miniature Whisky School: MALTING AND MASHING
The process of whisky-making begins by converting insoluble starch 
in the barley grain into fermentable sugars. Malting gets the enzymes 
ready to do the job, which proceeds in the mash tun with warm water. 
Industry specialists Richard Beattie and Tim Dolan provide inside 
information and samples along the way. Numbers limited to 10 people.
Advance booking essential (over-18s only). Tickets £12. 

Organised by the Institute of Brewing and Distilling

10.00 - 11.00 am		  Pickaquoy Centre, Kirkwall
ELEMENTS OF LANDSCAPE

Raymond Besant selects some favourite Hoy places, and introduces 
his film Hoy - the High Island. Selena Kuzman’s Island Elements 
shows earth, water, fire and air in Orkney. Dr Edvard Kobal describes 
the landscape of the Karst, Slovenia’s high limestone plateau lands. 
To round off, an excerpt from An Orkney Tapestry by Mark Jenkins.
Organised in association with the Orkney Moving Image Society and 

the Slovenian Science Foundation

11.30 am - 12.30 pm		  Pickaquoy Centre, Kirkwall
SEEKING THE AURORA

John Vetterlein has been observing the aurora borealis - the Merry 
Dancers - in Orkney’s night skies for more than 30 years and has a 
wealth of knowledge, plus many spectacular photographs. He describes 
the underlying causes, what to look for, and when.

The One O’Clock Toast at the Peedie Kirk today: the folklorist and 
observer George Marwick of Yesnaby, by Tom Muir

2.00 - 5.00 pm		  from Palace Road, Kirkwall
BUS TOUR: DISTILLING - THE THEORY AND PRACTICE

A unique opportunity to join distillery experts from Scapa and Highland 
Park for an introduction to distilling and special tours of the two 
distilleries. Advance booking essential: over-18s only. Tickets £5 & 
£3. Free to IBD members and industry staff.
Organised by the Institute of Brewing and Distilling & sponsored by 

Highland Park and Scapa Distilleries and Maynes Coaches

2.00 - 3.00 pm		  St Magnus Centre, Kirkwall
THE WANDERING CRABS

Orkney fishermen are taking part in a research project to find out how 
far brown crabs travel. They can, reports project coordinator Kate 
Walker of ICIT Stromness, cover a lot of seabed - one tagged crab has 
been picked up 75 miles from source. She describes the latest results.

Sponsored by Orkney Fisheries Association and Orkney 
Fishermen’s Society

3.30 - 4.30 pm		  St Magnus Centre, Kirkwall
SCIENCE IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC

Dr Kate Johnson of ICIT describes how in the Vanuatu archipelago, 
science is helping the islanders develop their economy with new high-
quality produce and new cooperative production methods . There are 
also some Stromness connections, with the shipwrecked seaman Jack 
Renton and Pier Arts Centre founder Margaret Gardiner.

Sponsored by The Orkney Creamery

underpinned coastal gunnery practices in both World Wars.
Sponsored by The Orcadian

9.00 - 10.00 pm 		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall
THE GENIUS OF BLETCHLEY PARK

Alan Turing laid the foundations of computer science and artificial 
intelligence, and played a key role in the team that broke the Enigma 
cipher. Prof. Michael Fourman of Edinburgh University marks the 100th 
anniversary of the birth of an extraordinary man.

Sponsored by BCS, the Chartered Institute for IT

9 - 11 pm Meet up at the Festival Club at The Reel

Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS, post with remittance
& s.a.e. to Orkney Science Festival

	 VisitOrkney, Tourist Office, Kirkwall, Orkney, KW15 1GU 
Please make cheques payable to Orkney Science Festival Ltd

Where no ticket or booking details are entered, or admission 
is free, advance booking is not necessary. If capacity is

limited, you may need to arrive in good time to ensure a place.

Our phone is 01343 540844, our e-mail orkneyscience@gmail.com
Look for updates on our website www.oisf.org

£ p

5.00 - 6.00 pm� St Magnus Centre, Kirkwall
PANDORA’S SECRETS

There were Orcadians in the crew of HMS Pandora when she sank on 
the Great Barrier Reef in 1791, carrying Bounty prisoners. Remains 
have been found of three crewmen. Australian maritime archaeologist 
Dr Peter Gesner, who led the excavations, is drawing on new DNA 
developments to find who they might be - and needs your help.

Sponsored by Orkney Car Hire - James D Peace & Co

7.00 - 8.00 pm	 Supper Room, Town Hall, Kirkwall
THE DISTILLATION OF LIFE

Dr Tim Dolan looks back at challenges and experiences of a life in the 
distilling industry, with stories and insights into some of the people who 
influenced him. This Horace Brown lecture is the IBD’s top accolade.
 Over-18s only. Free to IBD members and industry staff. 
Organised by the Institute of Brewing and Distilling and sponsored 

by Highland Park

8.00 pm - 12.00 midnight� Peedie Kirk Hall, Kirkwall
THE HIGHLAND PARK CEILIDH

with Dave and company, traditional dancing, and suppers of local 
fare available. Tickets £5 & £3.               Sponsored by Highland Park

Special food events during Festival
Daily, from Fri 7 to Wed 12. Lunches in the Peedie Kirk Hall. Soup 
and Orkney fare daily, £6. From 12.30 pm, with 5-minute toast at 1 pm.
For other food events, with seafood and Orkney meat: www.oisf.org.

Special Festival exhibitions (see www.oisf.org for more)
SCIENCE ON A PLATE - food & research, Town Hall, Mon 10-Wed 12.
WAVE AND TIDE ENERGY - SSE Renewables, King St, Fri 7 & Sat 8.
SEALS, SEACLIFFS, CELANDINES - Orkney’s wildlife and 
environment. Orkney Camera Club photographs at Pickaquoy Centre.  
AURORA - Caithness aurora and noctilucent cloud photos at  
Pickaquoy. 

Stromness and Houton Festival bus: Sunday 8 September
Special free Stagecoach bus for Flotta trip or Stromness events. 1 pm 
from Palace Road, Kirkwall. Dep. Stromness 4.45. Book from form.

Join the great Molecule Hunt! Find the models in Kirkwall and 
Stromness shops. Ask for a leaflet or see www.oisf.org

Stromness Spirit of the Sea: 13-15 September
Stay on in Orkney for a three-day celebration of the maritime and 
seafaring history of Stromness and its people. Walks, talks, food, 
shows, music. More information from www.stromness-spirit.co



Friday 7 September
10.00 - 11.00 am		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall

THE HUNT FOR THE HIGGS
Howie Firth tells the story of the Higgs particle and the people whose 
ideas led up to the concept.

Sponsored by the Institute of Physics in Scotland

11.30 am - 12.30 pm� St Magnus Cathedral, Kirkwall
THE GRAND TOUR

Maarten de Vries journeys through Holland and Germany, to historic 
churches and famous church organs, to analyse the sound and recreate 
electronically. George McPhee plays from Bach to Buxtehude.

Sponsored by Hauptwerk and Milan Digital Audio

The One O’Clock Toast at the Peedie Kirk today: master mariner 
Capt. John Hourie, by Eoin Scott

2.00 - 3.00 pm		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall
WAVES WITH WOW!

Waves are everywhere around us, from raindrop-ripples on puddles 
to giant ocean waves which can seem to appear from nowhere. Prof. 
W.J. Firth of Strathclyde University describes and illustrates the weird, 
wild, and wonderful behaviours of waves.

Sponsored by the Institute of Physics in Scotland

3.30 - 4.30 pm		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall

Island  events (see www.oisf.org for full details)

Take the 5.45 pm Friday ferry from Stromness for an evening in the 
Hoy Kirk, astronomy talks and night sky photos by Maarten de Vries 
and Michael Sinclair and stargazing (weather permitting), soup and 
bannocks (all free) - and you’re back for 10.30! Sponsored by SFLPS

The scintillating drummers from Ghana, Kakatsitsi are at the Gable End 
Theatre, Lyness, on Sunday at 7.30 pm. Adults £10, accompanied 
school-age children £1. Sponsored by Orkney Ferries

Saturday 8 September
9.30 am - 3.30 pm                         St Magnus Centre,  Kirkwall

VOICES AROOND THE ISLANDS - PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE
Orkney dialect: is it important today - and will it be relevant tomorrow? 
Harvey Johnston, Ragnhild Ljosland, Tom Rendall, Sarah Jane Gibbon, 
Cameron Stout and Neil Leask provide some lively examples from 
story, speech and song. Admission free: book online.

Organised by Scapa Flow Landscape Partnership Scheme 

10.00 am - 4.00 pm	 King Street Halls, Kirkwall
FAMILY DAY - THE BIGGEST YET!

Control a robot arm. Turn CDs into spinning tops. Meet and make the 
ZeroWaste chicken. Connect the K’Nex to design an alien. Meet the 
Molecule Makers and the BodyWorks Buskers. Practice your flying. Try 
the Knitted Synthesiser - twist, squeeze, and listen! Make a difference 
with Roots & Shoots. Help conserve wildflowers and bees. 

Meet early microscope pioneers and try their experiments. 
Jigsaws and colouring, plus insights into oil platforms and the North 
Sea. Monstrous mouths: marvel at the amazing eating equipment of 
animals from rocky shores. Hear about the days of the herring fishing. 

Get the latest news on wave and tide. See the solar telescope, 
make a star wheel. Study sunflowers and seashells at the Maths Cafe. 
Try some arts and crafts. Porridge and pancakes available at lunchtime. 
And all these activities for just £4 & £2 for the day!                                                                                                           

Supported by many kind people and lively organisations

                                                                                 
10.00 - 11.30 am	 Town Hall, Kirkwall

SUN, CLOUDS AND INSPIRATION
Two early Nobel physics laureates were inspired in their careers by 
their teacher, Prof. Balfour Stewart, whose family came from Orkney. 
Patricia Long and Prof. Tom Stevenson of Edinburgh University tell the 
story of a brilliant man and his role in 19th-century science.

Sponsored by the Institute of Physics in Scotland

11.30 am - 12.30 pm	 Town Hall, Kirkwall
LONG-TERM LANGOUSTINES

A new EU-funded project, NEPHROPS, aims to reduce discards and 
develop new hatchery techniques for restocking. It’s led by Orkney 
Fisheries Association and the National University of Ireland, Galway. 
Professor Mark Johnson of NUIG and Dr Magnus Johnson of the 
University of Hull describe the challenges and report on progress.

Project funded by the EU’s Seventh Framework Programme

The One O’Clock Toast at the Peedie Kirk today:
John D. Mackay, man of letters, by Tom Rendall

Thursday 6 September
12.00 - 1.30 pm� St Magnus Centre, Kirkwall

Opening buffet-lecture: WAVE-STORMS AND MIND-STUFF
The man who confirmed Einstein’s general relativity also developed 
a picture of the heart of a star. He explained ideas at the frontiers of 
physics in clear and often poetic images. Dr Karen Bek-Pedersen tells 
the story of Sir Arthur Eddington. Buffet at 12 noon.

2.00 - 3.00 pm		  St Magnus Centre, Kirkwall
FARADAY AND THE FIELD

Michael Faraday trained as a bookbinder, his education coming from the 
books he read; he went on to bring together electricity and magnetism 
in the remarkable concept of the field. Prof. Sue Stocklmayer and Prof. 
Mike Gore of the Australian National University, Canberra.

3.30 - 4.30 pm		  St Magnus Centre, Kirkwall
EXODUS TO ARTHUR

Ancient tree rings show periods of climatic catastrophe. Prof. Mike 
Baillie of Queen’s University Belfast has pieced together the tree-ring 
evidence with history and mythology. Clues to comets throw new light 
on issues as diverse as the biblical Flood and the death of King Arthur.
 
5.15 - 6.15 pm		  Pickaquoy Centre, Kirkwall

✃

	 Adult	 Con	 adult	 concess 

Thursday 6 September
Wave-Storms and Mind-Stuff	 £4	 £2
Faraday and the Field	 £4	 £2
Exodus to Arthur	 £4	 £2
Chimpanzees and Us	 £6	 £4
Energy Efficiency	 £4	 £2
Ferries for the Future	 £4	 £2
Friday 7 September
The Hunt for the Higgs	 £4	 £2
The Grand Tour	 £4	 £2
Waves with Wow!	 £4	 £2
New Oil in Old Places	 £4	 £2
Unexpected Science	 £4	 £2
Reasons for Hope	 £6	 £4
Wave and Tide: Progress	 £4	 £2
Saturday 8 September	
Voices Aroond the Islands	 -	 -
Sun, Clouds and Inspiration	 £4	 £2
Long-Term Langoustines	 £4	 £2
Singalong with Mr Boom	 £4	 £2
The Weaving Worldview	 £5	 £3
Coastal Power	 £4	 £2
We are Made of Star Stuff	 £4	 £2
The Island Ceilidh	 £5	 £3
Kakatsitsi in Concert	 £9	 -
Sunday 9 September
Sea Chilled and Cockled	 £5	 £3
Flotta Trip	 £3	 -
Houton and Stromness bus	 -	 -
Imagined Corners	 £5	 £3
She Wants to be Flowers	 £4	 £2
Yesnaby’s Master Storyteller	 £5	 £3
But Oh! The Stars in Beauty	 £4	 £2
Monday 10 September
7000 Years of Tree Rings	 £4	 £2
Scanning the Past	 £4	 £2
Across the Atlantic Ice	 £4	 £2
The Powerhouse of the Stars	 £4	 £2
continued overleaf

Book online at www.oisf.org
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter @OrkSciFest!

Disclaimer: Orkney International Science Festival reserves 
the right to alter, amend or cancel the contents of this 
programme at its discretion or as circumstances may 

necessitate.

BOOKING REQUEST FORM
	 £	 £	 No. at	 No. at	 Total Sunday 9 September

11.15 am - 12.15 pm  	     	 St Magnus Cathedral
SCIENCE  FESTIVAL  SERVICE 

with Mr Martin Prentice and St Magnus Cathedral Choir

11.30 am - 12.30 pm                           	Pier Arts Centre, Stromness
THE SEA HAS CHILLED AND COCKLED

Readings by the poet John Wedgwood Clarke who grew up in St Ives, 
Cornwall, and today is an artist in residence with marine scientists at 
the University of Hull. Tickets £5 & £3. Booking needed.

One O’Clock Toast, Peedie Kirk: Arctic explorer John Rae, Janette Park

1.30 - 5.00 pm� from Houton terminal, Orphir
FLOTTA TRIP: WARTIME HIGHLIGHTS AND OIL PROSPECTS

Take the 1.30 pm Talisman boat to Flotta to tour wartime sites with 
Geoffrey Stell, then talks by him and Andrew Cattran of Talisman (on 
the North Sea oil future) and an island tea. Return boat from Flotta 4.40 
pm. Booking needed. Tickets £3. Bus available, also for Stromness. 
Organised by Talisman Energy (UK) Limited and the Flotta community

2.00 - 5.00 pm� Town Hall, Kirkwall
SCIENCE ON A PLATE

See it and sample it! Local food producers join forces with leading 
Scottish research institutions in a major travelling exhibition organised 
by the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, with cookery demonstrations, 
films, and much else.              Funded by The Scottish Government

2.00 - 3.30 pm � Pier Arts Centre, Stromness
IMAGINED CORNERS

Morag MacInnes shows insights on a world of possibilities in Willa Muir’s 
novel. Howie Firth provides links to ideas on time and probability, Rose 
Pipes introduces. Tickets £5 & £3. Booking needed.

3.30 - 4.30 pm� Pier Arts Centre, Stromness
SHE WANTS TO BE FLOWERS

Art and science join in a search to the sea’s depths, the forest’s 
heart, and deep within our bodies’ cells. Writers and scientists Pippa 
Goldschmidt, Matthias Wienroth, Lisa Matthews describe the journey.

6.00 - 7.15 pm�  Skaill House, Sandwick
YESNABY’S MASTER STORYTELLER

James Irvine on folklorist George Marwick of Yesnaby, who died 100 
years ago. Howie Firth on topics from brochs to Armada. Liz Ashworth 
with a Victorian afternoon tea. Tickets £5 & £3. Booking needed. 

Sponsored by Tods of Orkney Ltd

8.00 - 9.30 pm� St Magnus Cathedral, Kirkwall
BUT OH! THE STARS IN ALL THEIR BEAUTY

The Mayfield Singers and Paisley Abbey organist George McPhee 
with works by Bach, Haydn, Weelkes and Gemma McGregor’s Land 
Unseen.  Orkney Camerata members with pieces by Glasgow University 
composer in residence Drew Mulholland, including the premiere of a 
new work on Sir Arthur Eddington. Readings by Dave Grieve, night 
sky and aurora images by Orkney Astronomical Society. 

Sponsored by Loganair

9 - 11 pm Meet up at the Festival Club at The Reel

1.00 - 4.00 pm                                              Broad Street, Kirkwall
VINTAGE  RALLY

Orkney Vintage Club with cars, motorbikes, tractors and stationary 
engines, a tractor run setting off at 1.30 pm - plus the Willowburn 
Valley Stompers.

2.00 - 5.00 pm� Earl’s Palace & Bishop’s Palace, Kirkwall
AN AFTERNOON AT THE PALACE

Both of them, in fact. With old Orkney crafts, stories and music, food 
and an introduction to medieval brewing and herbs. Enjoy insights into 
Renaissance science and architecture, and tours with the Glaitness 
School Heritage Guides - in a truly palatial setting. Admission free. 

Organised for the Festival and supported by Historic Scotland

2.00 pm - 3.00 pm� Town Hall, Kirkwall
SINGALONG  WITH  MR  BOOM

For happy wee earthlings, and their bigger pals.
Switch on engines, get in gear - the one-man lunar band is here!

Sponsored by Talisman Energy (UK) Limited

2.00 pm - 3.00 pm� Nautical School, Stromness
THE WEAVING WORLDVIEW

Dr Karen Bek-Pedersen explores the old Norse story of weaving and 
fate, and tapestry artist Joan Baxter gives a personal view. Followed 
by a guided town walk with Stromness Heritage Guides, visiting the 
current weaving exhibition at Northlight Gallery. Tickets £5 & £3.

3.30 pm - 4.30 pm� Town Hall, Kirkwall
COASTAL POWER

A short film by Prof. Clive Greated of Edinburgh University is introduced 
by artist Marianne Greated of Glasgow School of Art, who discusses 
her collaborative work with scientists. Jon Ellison of Blue Energy, 
Canada, looks at the possibilities for causeways with built-in turbines.

5.30 - 6.30 pm� St Magnus Centre, Kirkwall
WE ARE MADE OF STAR STUFF

The chemical elements of our bodies were forged in the heart of a star. 
Prof. Jocelyn Bell Burnell of Oxford University describes the process   
how stars form and develop huge temperatures and pressures, and 
how colossal supernova explosions disperse debris through space.

Sponsored by Loganair
 
7.00 - 7.30 pm		  Broad Street, Kirkwall

KIRKWALL  CITY  PIPE  BAND
with their final parade of the season.

8.00 pm - 12.00 midnight		  Town Hall, Kirkwall
THE  ISLAND  CEILIDH

A family night out with Hullion and friends, traditional dancing, and Mr 
Boom! Plus the sparkling new dance Maxwell’s Waves with Jessie 
Stuart and Freeland Barbour. Suppers available. Tickets £5 & £3.

Sponsored by Jolly’s of Orkney

8.00 - 10.00 pm		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall
KAKATSITSI IN CONCERT

Sparkling sounds and swirling rhythms from the Ghanaian master 
drummers. Kakatsitsi are back, with drumming, dancing and song, 
from roots in the fishing community of Jamestown, Accra. Tickets £9.

Sponsored by Pentland Ferries

NEW OIL IN OLD PLACES
Is oil in decline, North Sea and worldwide? Or are sophisticated new 
exploration and production techniques opening  up new opportunities? 
Canadian Andrew Cattran of Talisman marks the 35th anniversary of 
the Flotta terminal by looking ahead to the future, globally and locally. 

5.15 - 6.15 pm	 King Street Halls, Kirkwall
UNEXPECTED SCIENCE

A family show to surprise and enchant - with entertainment through 
the unexpected. Prof. Mike Gore of the Questacon science centre 
in Canberra provides lively examples of things that don’t behave as 
common sense suggests. Come along and help - and see for yourself!

7.15 - 8.15 pm� St Magnus Cathedral, Kirkwall
The Grimond Lecture
REASONS FOR HOPE

Jane Goodall describes the challenges that face communities from 
Africa to America, from the rainforests to the Arctic, and the impact 
of Roots & Shoots, her humanitarian, global and environmental 
programme that empowers young people of all ages to make a change 
in their communities. Tickets £6 & £4.

8.45 - 10.00 pm� King Street Halls, Kirkwall
WAVE AND TIDE: THE PROGRESS QUICKENS

The latest news from the front line in marine renewables. Neil Kermode 
of EMEC provides an overview and introduces speakers from the 
Finnish company Wello and Seatricity, whose devices are now on site 
for testing. William Annal reports on the progress of the Scotrenewables 
tidal turbine development, and John Thouless of SSE Renewables 
describes plans for wave and tidal farms in waters of Orkney.

Hosted by the Institution of Civil Engineers

9 - 11 pm Meet up at the Festival Club at The Reel

CHIMPANZEES AND US
Jane Goodall, internationally known for her work on primates and 
conservation, officially opens the 2012 Festival with an account of her 
groundbreaking research on chimpanzees in Gombe National Park in 
Tanzania, which spanned more than 50 years. Tickets £6 & £4.

7.00 - 8.00 pm		  Pickaquoy Centre, Kirkwall
BEAUTY AND THE BEASTS

The filmed story of how a young secretary with no scientific qualifications 
entered a remote forest in Africa and achieved something nobody else 
had ever achieved before in the study of chimpanzees - and how her 
life changed in the years that followed. Book direct from Pickaquoy 
Centre www.pickaquoy.net from 27 August.

7.30 - 9.00 pm		  St Magnus Church, Birsay
AN ORKNEY NIGHT WITH ROBERT RENDALL

Recently discovered humorous poems, plus songs and music from 
some of Orkney’s finest performers. Harvey Johnston comperes.
Admission by donation - proceeds to St Magnus Church Birsay Trust

7.30 - 8.30 pm		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall
ENERGY EFFICIENCY THROUGH HOME AUTOMATION

With rising energy prices hitting older people. Dr Bruce Stephen and 
Dr Stuart Galloway of Strathclyde University explain how the intelligent 
home may help reduce energy demand and cut costs in simple ways.

Supported by the EPSRC

9.00 - 10.00 pm		  King Street Halls, Kirkwall
FERRIES FOR THE FUTURE

Dearer fuel and emissions restrictions, say Prof. Alf Baird of Edinburgh 
Napier University and consultant Roy Pedersen, mean shorter, low-
carbon routes, more frequent services, fixed links, new designs, more 
by rail. Andrew Sumner of DRS describes Georgemas developments.

9 - 11 pm Meet up at the Festival Club at The Reel

£ p


